Colon Cancer Screening Program at MedStar Health
MedStar Franklin Square Hospital, MedStar Good Samaritan Hospital  
MedStar Harbor Hospital and MedStar Union Memorial Hospital 

This program covers screening for colorectal cancer and is funded by the Maryland Department of Health through The Maryland Cigarette Restitution Fund.

Enrollment: 
To enroll you must provide basic information such as: where you live, type of health insurance you have, past colon cancer screening, and personal and family health history.  You must sign a consent form to participate in the program.

Requirements for the Program: 
1. You must live in Baltimore City, Anne Arundel County, or Baltimore County.
2. Age 45 and older. Younger than 45 if you have personal or family history, symptoms (i.e.: rectal bleeding, unexplained weight loss).
3. Income Below a Certain Level:  You must have an income below a certain level:
For example: in 2021, Yearly Household Income under $32,200 for one person or $66,250 for a family of four.
4. Uninsured or underinsured: have no insurance or have insurance with out-of-pocket costs that causes a barrier to screening, such as co-pay, co-insurance, or deductible.

Commercial insurance, Medicare A&B: If you have commercial insurance or Medicare A & B only you are eligible for screening services in this program. The program will pay your coinsurance, up to the Medicare/Medicaid rate, to complete your colon cancer screening.

Medical Assistance: If you have medical assistance, you are eligible for patient navigation services in this program.  All billable costs for the screening, diagnosis, and treatment services will be billed to medical assistance for payment. 

Prior Medical Conditions: Because this is a screening program, you CANNOT have certain medical conditions that might prevent you from being screened. Also, if you have had a colonoscopy within five years, please call the program for eligibility. These conditions will be determined during your Pre-Screening Physical Appointment with the doctor.

	What the Program Pays For eligible clients:
	What the Program may pay for eligible clients:
	What the Program Does
Not Pay For:

	- Pre-Screening Physical  
- Routine Pre-Testing Required for the colonoscopy 
- Colonoscopy 
  (Hospital and Doctor fees)
- Associated Physician’s Fees
  (Anesthesia, pathology) 
- Bowel Prep Kit
	Upon determination of eligibility and funding:
-Treatment Services for colorectal cancer and complications of the colonoscopy
-pre-screening health and physical, surgery, radiation therapy, hospital stays if cancer is diagnosed.
	- Upper Endoscopy/EGD
- Any labs or tests you need after the colonoscopy.
- Other medical needs or medications (Ex: primary care doctor visits)
- Home Health Aides and          Ambulance Services
- anything unrelated to the                             colonoscopy



What Happens If I Have Complications and Return to the Hospital, Emergency Room, or Dr.’s Office?
Complications after a colonoscopy are very rare. Patients who experience a complication in preparation of, during, or after a procedure should call the endoscopist. If after hours or an emergency, clients should call 911 or go to the nearest emergency room. This program can pay for complications when you report to MedStar Franklin Square, Good Samaritan, Harbor, or Union Memorial Hospital.

What Happens If I Am Diagnosed with Cancer?
The program case manager will help you with resources including understanding your diagnosis and treatment plan, applying for Medical Assistance, applying for commercial insurance on the Maryland Health Care Exchange, applying for hospital charity, using program funds to pay for treatment, using personal funds/self-pay for treatment. The program staff will help you as much as possible in finding resources that you might be eligible for to help you during treatment.  You will need to provide proof of your identity, residence, household income, etc. to qualify.  Eligibility is not guaranteed.  

Contact 410-350-8216 for further information.
Program funded by the Maryland Department of Health (MDH), Maryland Cigarette Restitution Fund Program

